70                    Objections III with Replies

idea of the soul but that we arrive at it by an inference of reason,
that is the same as saying that there is no image of the soul depicted
in the imagination, but that that which I have called its idea does,
nevertheless, exist.

OBJECTION VIII.

But the other idea of the sun is derived from astronomical
reasonings, i.e. is elicited from certain notions that are innate
in me1.

It seems that at one and the same time the idea of the sun must
be single whether it is beheld by the eyes., or is given by our intelligence
as many times larger than it appears. For this latter thought is not
an idea of the sun> but an inference by argument that the idea of the
sun would be many times larger if we viewed the sun from a much
nearer distance.

But at different times the ideas of the sun may differ, e.g. when
one looks at it with the naked eye and through a telescope. But
astronomical reasonings do not increase or decrease the idea of the
sun; rather they show that the sensible idea is misleading.

REPLY.

Here too what is said not to be an idea of the sun, but is,
nevertheless, described, is exactly what I call an idea. [But as
long as my critic refuses to come to terms with me about the
meaning of words, none of his objections can be other than
frivolous.]

OBJECTION IX.

For without doubt those ideas, which reveal substance to me,,
are something greater, and, so to speak, contain within them more
objective reality than those which represent only modes or accidents.
And again, that by means of which I apprehend a supreme God who-
is eternal, infinite, omniscient, all-powerful, and the creator of all
else there is besides, assuredly possesses more objective reality than
those ideas that reveal to us finite substances2.

/ have frequently remarked above that there is no idea either of
God or of the soul; I now add that there is no idea of substance.
For substance (the substance that is a material^ subject to accidents.

1  01 Med. in. vol. i. p. 161, par. 3.

2  Ibid. p. 162, par. 1.